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tion. We must strengthen our common ef-
forts to fight biological weapons. We must
do everything we can to limit the spread of
fissile materials. We must work on conven-
tional weapons like the land mines that are
the curse of children the world over. And
we must complete a comprehensive nuclear
test ban treaty.

Third, we must support through the Unit-
ed Nations the fight against manmade and
natural forces of disintegration, from crime
syndicates and drug cartels to new diseases
and disappearing forests. These enemies are
elusive; they cross borders at will. Nations
can and must oppose them alone. But we
know, and the Cairo conference reaffirmed,
that the most effective opposition requires
strong international cooperation and mutual
support.

Fourth, we must reaffirm our commitment
to strengthen U.N. peacekeeping as an im-
portant tool for deterring, containing, and
ending violent conflict. The U.N. can never
be an absolute guarantor of peace, but it can
reduce human suffering and advance the
odds of peace.

Fifth—you may clap for that. [Applause]
Fifth, we must continue what is too often
the least noticed of the U.N.’s missions, its
unmatched efforts on the frontlines of the
battle for child survival and against disease
and human suffering.

And finally, let us vow to make the United
Nations an increasing strong voice for the
protection of fundamental human dignity
and human rights. After all, they were at the
core of the founding of this great organiza-
tion.

Today we honor the men and women who
gave shape to the United Nations. We cele-
brate 50 years of achievement. We commit
ourselves to real reforms. We reject the siren
song of the new isolationists. We set a clear
agenda worthy of the vision of our founders.
The measure of our generation will be
whether we give up because we cannot
achieve a perfect world or strive on to build
a better world.

Fifty years ago today, President Truman
reminded the delegates that history had not
ended with Hitler’s defeat. He said, it is easi-
er to remove tyrants and destroy concentra-
tion camps than it is to kill the ideas which

give them birth. Victory on the battlefield
was essential, but it is not good enough for
a lasting, good peace.

Today we know that history has not ended
with the cold war. We know, and we have
learned from painful evidence, that as long
as there are people on the face of the Earth,
imperfection and evil will be a part of human
nature; there will be killing, cruelty, self-de-
structive abuse of our natural environment,
denial of the problems that face us all. But
we also know that here today, in this historic
chamber, the challenge of building a good
and lasting peace is in our hands and success
is within our reach.

Let us not forget that each child saved,
each refugee housed, each disease pre-
vented, each barrier to justice brought down,
each sword turned into a plowshare, brings
us closer to the vision of our founders, closer
to peace, closer to freedom, closer to dignity.

So my fellow citizens of the world, let us
not lose heart. Let us gain renewed strength
and energy and vigor from the progress
which has been made and the opportunities
which are plainly before us. Let us say no
to isolation; yes to reform; yes to a brave,
ambitious new agenda; most of all, yes to the
dream of the United Nations.

Thank you.

NOTE: The President spoke at 11:17 a.m. in the
War Memorial Opera House. In his remarks, he
referred to United Nations Secretary-General
Boutros Boutros-Ghali; Bishop Desmond Tutu of
South Africa; poet Maya Angelou; President Lech
Walesa of Poland; Mayor Frank Jordan of San
Francisco; Walter H. Shorenstein, chairman, U.N.
50 National Committee; and President Hosni Mu-
barak of Egypt.

Exchange With Reporters Prior to
Discussions With United Nations
Secretary-General Boutros Boutros-
Ghali in San Francisco
June 26, 1995

Q. Mr. Secretary-General, will you accept
the President’s suggestions for reforms of the
United Nations?

Secretary-General Boutros-Ghali. Yes,
certainly.

Q. Do you think he has a point?

VerDate 28-OCT-97 08:57 Jan 26, 1998 Jkt 010199 PO 00000 Frm 00023 Fmt 1244 Sfmt 1244 W:\DISC\P26JN4.027 p26jn4



1136 June 26 / Administration of William J. Clinton, 1995

Secretary-General Boutros-Ghali. Yes.
Q. Mr. President, you referred to the new

isolationists in your speech. Could you be
more specific about who you might mean?

President Clinton. What I’ve been saying
for months now. I think you all know what
I mean.

Q. Could you be specific, name who ex-
actly you mean?

Q. Mr. President—[inaudible]—the RTC
report has vindicated you and the First Lady
in Whitewater?

The President. No, I haven’t.

NOTE: The exchange began at 12:03 p.m. in the
Herbst Auditorium at the War Memorial Veterans
Building. A tape was not available for verification
of the content of this exchange.

Statement on the Attempted
Assassination of President Hosni
Mubarak of Egypt
June 26, 1995

On behalf of the American people, I wish
to express my outrage at the attempt made
today by terrorists to assassinate President
Mubarak of Egypt. I am relieved that Presi-
dent Mubarak was not harmed and has now
returned safely to Cairo.

The United States stands by Egypt—our
partner for peace and prosperity in the Mid-
dle East and around the world—at this mo-
ment. The enemies of peace will not be al-
lowed to thwart the peaceful hopes of the
peoples of the region, and the efforts of
President Mubarak and the peace makers to
make those hopes a reality.

Statement on the Supreme Court
Decision on the Student Athlete
Drug Testing Case
June 26, 1995

Today’s decision by the Supreme Court in
the Vernonia School District v. Acton case
sends exactly the right message to parents
and students: drug use will not be tolerated
in our schools. The decision reinforces the
point that young people should not use
drugs.

I applaud the decision of the Supreme
Court which upholds the right of the
Vernonia (Oregon) School District to con-
duct random drug testing of school athletes
as one effort by local school authorities to
reduce drug use among students.

The Solicitor General argued strongly in
support of the school district’s position. My
administration’s support for the right of
school officials to properly test their high
school athletes is part of our overall strategy
to make schools places where young people
can be safe and drug-free. I believe that to
be a good student or a good athlete a student
cannot use drugs. Drug use at schools will
not and should not be tolerated.

Letter to Congressional Leaders
Transmitting a Report on Cyprus

June 26, 1995

Dear Mr. Speaker: (Dear Mr. Chairman:)
In accordance with Public Law 95–384 (22

U.S.C. 2373(c)), I submit to you this report
on progress toward a negotiated settlement
of the Cyprus question. The previous report
covered progress through March 31, 1995.
The current report covers April 1, 1995
through May 31, 1995.

The central event of this period was the
May 21–23 exploratory talks between Greek
Cypriots and Turkish Cypriots. These talks
were held in London and facilitated by Presi-
dential Emissary Beattie and Special Cyprus
Coordinator Williams. The talks laid the
groundwork for a second visit to the island
by Mr. Beattie to explore possible areas of
agreement between Greek-Cypriot leader
Clerides and Turkish-Cypriot leader
Denktash.

Sincerely,

William J. Clinton

NOTE: Identical letters were sent to Newt Ging-
rich, Speaker of the House of Representatives,
and Jesse Helms, chairman, Senate Committee on
Foreign Relations.
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